
 
Helpful College-Related Websites 

College Search Sites 
 
Big Future by College Board: Find colleges that match your preferences        www.bigfuture.org 
Career Cruising (username is VV followed by student ID number, password is birthdate: mmddyyyy)  
                         www.careercruising.com                  
Historically Black 4-year colleges links                    www.blackhighereducation.com/hbcu.php 
Peterson’s: Established college resource for students and parents                  www.petersons.com 
Rankings of Colleges                  http://colleges.usnews.rankingsandreviews.com/best-colleges 
 
Scholarship Sites  
Finaid.org: Scholarships for students under 13           www.finaid.org/scholarships/age13.phtml 
The scholarship posted on the websites below are only open to H.S. students: 
Fastweb: Students search for scholarships per their specifications                    www.fastweb.com 
Questbridge: For high-achieving students with economic challenges          www.questbridge.org 
 
Multipurpose Site 
Illinois Student Assistance Commission: Making college accessible & affordable   www.isac.org 
U.S. Dept. of Education                                                                             www.collegecost.ed.gov 
 
 

Helpful Career-Related Websites 

Career Cruising (username is VV followed by student ID number, password is birthdate: mmddyyyy)  
                         www.careercruising.com                  
America’s Job Bank: many resources for job-seeker including job trends             www.acinet.org          

Bureau of Labor Statistics: Occupational Outlook Handbook                     www.bls.gov/ooh 

Illinois Trade Apprenticeships: Guide for entering trades careers www.cisco.org/apprenticeship 

Military Careers: information about the different branches of the military     todaysmilitary.com                

Monster: job postings plus help with creating résumés, cover letters, etc.                 monster.com                                      

Trade Schools: Links to most vocational and tech schools in the U.S.                     www.rwm.org 

Local College Fair 

*Joliet Junior College hosts a College Fair annually in the month of October. Representatives 
from more than 120 colleges and universities are in attendance to meet and answer questions 
from students and parents.  Financial aid presentations and information are also offered.  



Improve Your Chances of  
Getting Accepted to Selective Colleges 

 

 Take learning in middle school seriously; 
middle school is the foundation for H.S. 

 Register, with the assistance of your H.S. guidance counselor, for 
challenging high school courses that are required by and will be 
viewed favorably by selective colleges.  

 Start high school academically strong and remain strong 
throughout: every grade matters.  

 Apply yourself in all classes to earn excellent grades. 
 Work to become a skilled writer, a strong reader and increase 

your vocabulary. 
 Take as many Advanced Placement (AP) and honors level classes 

that you can balance.  
 Participate and when possible take a leadership role in school 

activities, community service and/or work.  
 Take extra time outside of school to prepare for college admission 

exams such as the SAT or ACT. 
 Make an effort to get to know your teachers and guidance 

counselor, so they can write detailed and positive letters of 
recommendation for you. 

 Attend summer learning programs offered at many colleges while 
still in high school.       

 Try to make an appointment to meet with your admission 
counselor at the colleges you visit, so he/she can meet you in 
person, not just read about you in your application and essay.                     
 
Source: The best 378 colleges / by Robert Franek, Kristen O'Toole, David Soto, and the staff of the Princeton Review, Random 
House, Inc., c2013 


